ANIMISM
fines it, illumining human life ? JFor not till trust supplanted terror, and sunshine chased the gloom, can we say with Rabelais, " Le rire c'est le propre de I'homme." But this is only a hint, in passing, for the psychologists. What can be known from ancient cults as to the origin of more cheerful conceptions of spirits supports Professor Robertson Smith's suggestion that " the triumph of the gods over the demons, like the triumph of man over wild beasts, must have been effected very gradually, and may be regarded as finally sealed and secured only in the agricultural stage, when the god of the community became also the supreme lord of the land and the author of all the good things therein." 36
The first attempts to produce food by cultivation of the soil made man keenly observant of all that helped or hindered him. And while he or his women folk (since among barbaric races agriculture is usually left to them) would see in the sun-spirit and the rain-spirit beneficent aids ; the earth, great and kindly, in whose very self the seed was embedded, stood forth above all. With or without the co-operation of the sky or heaven
38 Religion of the Semites, p. 122.
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